	Francis Scott Key

Excerpt from The New York Times published March 14, 1897
     [Francis Scott] Key was born in Frederick County, Md., Aug. 9, 1780, and died in Baltimore, Md., Jan. 11, 1843.
     When the British invaded Washington in 1814, Gen. Ross and Admiral Cockburn made their headquarters in Upper Marlborough, Md., at the residence of Dr. William Beanes, a planter, whom they subsequently seized as a prisoner.  Upon hearing of his friends capture, Key resolved to release him, and was aided by President Madison, who ordered that a vessel should be placed at Key’s service and that John S. Skinner, agent for the exchange of prisoners, should accompany him. 

     Gen. Ross consented to Dr. Beanes’s release, but detained the party during the attack on Baltimore.  Key and Skinner were transferred to the frigate Surprise, and soon afterward returned under guard of British sailors to their own vessel, whence they witnessed the engagement.

     Owing to their position, the flag at Fort McHenry was distinctly seen through the night by the glare of battle, but before dawn the firing ceased, and the prisoners anxiously watched to see which colors floated on the ramparts.  Key’s feelings, when he found that the Stars and Stripes had not been hauled down, found expression in “The Star-Spangled Banner,” which gained for him a lasting reputation.

Fourth Verse of the Star-Spangled Banner

Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved home and the war's desolation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto:  "In God is our trust."
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Note:  The flag, which flew over Ft. McHenry, is now at the Smithsonian in the Museum of American History.
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