	William Wright

William Wright was born about 1825 in Loudon County, Virginia.  It is not known when he came to Carroll County, Ohio, but he was here on September 16, 1846 when he married Winnifred Cyrus.  William and Winnifred lived in East Township where they raised a family.  

On August 24, 1864 William joined Company A, 17th U.S. Colored Infantry, in Alliance, Ohio.

17th U.S. Colored Infantry Service

Duty at McMinnville and Murfreesboro, Tenn., until November, 1864.

Battle of Nashville, Tenn., December 15-16.

Overton Hill December 16.

Pursuit of Hood to the Tennessee River December 17-27.

Decatur December 28-30.

Duty at Post of Nashville, Tenn., and in the Dept. of Tennessee until April, 1866.

Mustered out April 25, 1866.

While bravely serving his country, William Wright became ill and was sent to a hospital in Nashville, Tennessee.  Sadly on January 22, 1865 he died there from disease.  His family brought him home to be buried and the Augusta Cemetery is honored to have him.

By the end of the Civil War, roughly 179,000 black men (10% of the Union Army) served as soldiers in the U.S. Army and another 19,000 served in the Navy. Nearly 40,000 black soldiers died over the course of the war—30,000 of infection or disease.
Black soldiers served in artillery and infantry and performed support functions that sustain an army.  Black carpenters, chaplains, cooks, guards, laborers, nurses, scouts, spies, steamboat pilots, surgeons, and teamsters contributed to the war cause.  There were nearly 80 black commissioned officers.

Black women, who could not formally join the Army, nonetheless served as nurses, spies, and scouts, the most famous being Harriet Tubman who scouted for the 2d South Carolina Volunteers.


	Welcome

Garry Witts, Chairman

Augusta Cemetery Association

Invocation

Chuck Custer, Chaplain

Minerva American Legion

Don V. Cross Post 357

Pledge of Allegiance

All
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

Gary Witts

Introduction of Speaker

Gary Witts

Memorial Day Address

Blaine J. Werner
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National Anthem

Frank Hudson

Carroll Hills Workshop

Firing Squad - Three Volley Salute

Don V. Cross Post 357

Minerva American Legion

TAPS

Don V. Cross Post 357

Benediction

Chuck Custer, Chaplain

This Concludes the Service


